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NYANGA-The   use   of   torture   by   some   members  
of  the  Zimbabwe  Republic  Police  (ZRP)  is  coming  

to   fork   out   their   personal   money   to   compensate  
their  victim.

not  pay.

   Felistas  

  
They   are   paying   the   compensation   in   their    
personal  capacities.

settle  the  claim.

Rights  that  she  will  use  the  money  to  buy  a  beast.

receiving  the  money.

enforcement  agents  in  their  personal  capacities.

of  the  ZRP.

who  was   pregnant.   During   the   assaults   they   also  

were  their  fathers.  

  

  
their  own.

  

  
personal  capacities.

lawyers   say   it   is   time   authorities   take   a   serious  

See  page  4  for  Q@A  with  Felistas  Matsambarudza

human  rights  lawyers.

years  of  colonialism.

well  before  harvest  time.
The   government   has  

commitments  to  grant  the  

letters   to   regularise   their  
occupation  at  the  farm  but  

  
reform  programme.

Rights  lawyers  move  to  stay  more  evictions

To  the  rescue…  Tonderai  Bhatasara

Payback
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VUMBUNU/ MUTASA-The contentious presidential inputs 
scheme has netted another victim. Peter Muchena of Vumbunu in 
Manicaland’s Mutasa area has been summoned to appear in court this 
week for allegedly disrupting the distribution of presidential inputs.

Reform) Act Chapter 9:23 for alleged “disorderly conduct in a public 
place” and will appear at Nyanga Magistrates Court this Thursday.

Reads the State outline: “On the 2nd of March 2014 and at Govhingo 
Business Centre, Chief Mutasa, Peter Muchena, who was at the 
presidential inputs distribution exercise intentionally engaged 
in disorderly conduct intending to provoke a breach of peace or 
realising the there is a real risk or possibility that a breach of the 

under the Tsonzo small scale farmers and tore them into pieces.”  

Since its inception, the presidential inputs scheme has been dogged by 
controversy, particularly allegations that only ZANU PF supporters 

This has resulted in some villagers, mainly those perceived 
to be supporters of the opposition party, being arrested for  
demanding transparency.

SWAZILAND-The harassment of leading 
Swazi lawyer Thulani Maseko has drawn the 
anger of regional human rights defenders. 

Maseko was incarcerated for two weeks at 
the behest of that country’s Chief Justice for 
writing an article as a columnist in The Nation 
magazine questioning the circumstances 
and rationale behind the arrest of a  

Maseko appeared in court last week when his 
detention was further extended.

Regional group Southern Africa Human Rights 
Defenders Network (SAHRDN) last week said 
Maseko’s arrest and imprisonment are irregular 
and unlawful.

Reacting to the events, SAHRDN said 
Maseko was being punished for an offence he  
didn’t commit.

“The warrant is unlawful because the 
application was made before the Chief Justice, 
yet the contempt of court charge is about the 
same Chief Justice and the warrant was issued 
without it having been prayed for by the police,” 
said SAHRDN in a statement. SAHRDN is 
a grouping of human rights defenders in the 
southern African region and draws members 
from all 15 SADC member countries.

“His continued incarceration is a gross violation 
of his rights as he is already being punished 

for committing the offence of contempt of 
court, which he hasn’t been convicted of,”  
said SAHRDN.

In court Maseko is arguing that Chief Justice 
Ramodibedi, who arbitrarily committed him to 
prison without the prosecution having applied 
for the human rights lawyer to be remanded 
in custody, did so in error as he overstepped  
his mandate.

He contends that the power and authority to 
remand suspects is vested with the Magistrates 
Court and therefore Chief Justice Michael 
Ramodibedi acted ultra vires the Constitution 
of the Kingdom of Swaziland.

HARARE-The Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) has acknowledged receipt of a letter from human rights 

Harare Central Police Station.

Police said they are investigating the torture case, a standard response it has given on numerous such cases 
brought to it by lawyers representing victims of police excessiveness.

Mercedes Nyamande, the latest police torture victim, is being represented by Kennedy Masiye of 
Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights.

In the letter to police and the Minister of Home Affairs notifying them of the intention to sue,  Masiye 

detained him overnight on theft allegations.

Nyamande wants the ZRP to pay damages for “wrongful arrest and unlawful detention, pain and suffering, 

According to the Notice of Intention to Sue, Nyamande, who is employed as a driver, was picked from his 
home in Harare’s Glen Norah suburb on 7 February to “assist police investigations” following the theft of 
a gas bottle at his workplace.

“Upon arriving at the police station he was shocked when Detective Masvimbo started to wildly assault 

by sticking him several times with a thick wooden log and electricity cables all over the body,” wrote 
Masiye.

In the letter, Masiye said Masvimbo acted in concert with Detective Charuma and Detective Zinyama to 
torture Nyamande.

“Due to the assault our client sustained deep scars and he bled profusely to such an extent that he almost 
passed out. The medical report by Dr N. E. Sunhuwa at Harare Hospital clearly states that the injuries 
sustained by our client are severe and he is likely to suffer permanent injuries,” said Masiye. 

He said Nyamande was denied medical treatment and was not allowed to call his relatives about the arrest.

“Further, whilst in the holding cells he was not given any food, making him sleep the whole night starving 
and in pain from the wounds he had suffered,” added the lawyer.

transferred to Harare CID.

More presidential inputs controversy

Harare police torture case on Regional rights defenders  
slam Swazi persecution

Rights.

Mugabe  seed  project  

lands  duo  in  trouble

16  July  2012

access  fertilisers.

security.

  
allocation  scheme.

  
lawyer  says.

Villager  nabbed    

in  fertiliser  war  

13  February  2013 12  March  2012

is  facing  charges  of  theft.  

committing  the  offence.

fertiliser  theft  case
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among  members   resulting   in   them  entering   into  

  
the  movement.

  

   gives   a   brief   of   the  

Introduction  to    

Human  Rights

name  any  rights  which  they  know.  

As  a  result  of  the  sentiments  by  most  participants  

right   to   shelter   so   that   common   interests   of   the  

issues  were  to  visit  lawyers  on  a  one  on  one  basis  

  
The  Right  to  Shelter

Associates

Generation  group  of  Rights.  These  rights  relate  to  
the  basic  necessities  of  life.    Amongst  this  group  

Right  to  work

Right  to  health

Right  to  own  language

Right  to  a  family

There   is   a   much   more   commitment   to   human  

government  at  every   level  must   take   reasonable  

  

  

right  to  shelter  or  to  avail  shelter  to  society  must  be  
taken  with  the  limits  of  resources  available  to  them.    

  

the  liberation  struggle.

responsibility  to  attain  this  national  objective  has  

Possible  Legal  Remedies

these  illegal  occupants  were  war  veterans.

hiring  a  lawyer  in  private  practice.

  

  ‘I  joined  the  federation  
when  I  was  still  a  
young  woman  and  a  
virgin  for  that  matter.  
Now  I  am  married  and  

2  and  I  still  don’t  have  
a  place  to  call  my  own  
despite  having  paid  for  

the  land’



   (LM
FM

LM:  

  

F.M.  

took  a   log  with   the   intention  of  bashing  my  

LM:    

FM.  

father  after  each  assault.

LM:  

FM:  

  

LM:  

FM:  

you  can  see  l  still  have  a  plaster.

LM:  

FM:  

LM:  

FM:  

your  lawyers  came  into  the  picture  you  took  

easy  for  me.

LM:  

FM:  

amount   of   money   can   repay   what   l   went  

my  heart  to  rest.

LM:  

FM:  

because   most   of   us   villagers  

when  you  have  a  lawyer  you  get  

l  have  seen  progress   in  my  case  

LM:    

about   the   assistance   you   got    

FM    

alone.   I   am   going   to   use   some  
of   this   money   to   buy   cattle  

“lawyer   “as   a  memorial   to   your    
sterling  work.

l   was   never   going   to   know   my  
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the  right  to  a  Zimbabwean  passport.

frustrating  his  efforts.

to  take  the  matter  to  court.

  

them  to  issue  him  with  a  Zimbabwean  passport.

  
court  over  passport

I  could  have  died


